CHAPTER    XI
'The T^etreat from Xauen
PRIMO DE RIVERA REALIZED THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT
thing to do was to relieve Tetuan of the danger that
hovered over the city and open the road to Xauen3 which had
been severed by the rebellion of the Moors of Beni-Ider. The
positions of Gorgues, which were the key to Tetuan, were
enduring a siege that had lasted twenty days. If they suc-
cumbed) the road leading to the city would be left open to
the enemy. Five columns were organized, one of which was
under the command of Franco, who had just arrived in
Tetuan, after having covered the retreat of the positions of
the Tiguisas group. The operation lasted two days and two
nights," which the troops had to spend among cliffs, scaling
and capturing them, enveloped by fog and damp cold.1*
Beni-Hosmar was finally subdued, and Tetuan, relieved of
the pressure that was strangling it, once more breathed
freely.
A little later the mission of succouring Xauen was en-
trusted to General Castro Girona. In the vanguard of the
column went the Legionnaires commanded by Franco. They
opened the road that serpentined through defiles at bayonet
point as they went along. On September 18th they reached
Zoco de Arbaa, and on the 2 9th they entered Xauen. Almost
at the same time the evacuation of the positions of "Garcia
Acero" and "Tahar-Berda" had been carried out in the
Zoco el Jemis sector of Beni-Aros, under the protection of a
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